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Introduction and Background
The Rampton Woodbeck Neighbourhood Plan (NP) area was
formally designated on the 7th March 2017. This was
following consultation undertaken in the parish in late-2016
and early-2017. In September and October 2018, a
consultation was released regarding potential development
sites. As part of this, the Conservation Team was asked for
views on these sites with regard to the potential impact on
heritage assets in Rampton and Woodbeck.
After reviewing the proposal sites around the settlement of Woodbeck (see map above), it became
apparent that there are a number of heritage assets within both the hospital complex and in the
surrounding village which had not previously been identified. Therefore, it is the purpose of this report
to identify those heritage assets within Woodbeck and Rampton Hospital (this being part of the
Conservation Team’s on-going programme of identifying heritage assets across the District, in
accordance with Paragraphs 185, 187 & 188 of the Revised NPPF), and also to give a brief
understanding of the significance and historic development of Woodbeck and Rampton Hospital as a
whole.
Historic Development of Rampton Hospital
In 1907, an area of land known as Woodbeck Farm (also referred to locally as Carey’s Farm named
after the farmer George Carey) was purchased by the Government. In 1908, the Government stated
its intention to construct a Criminal Lunatic Asylum on the site, as an expansion to Broadmoor Asylum
in Berkshire. A scheme for the hospital, together with various other associated buildings including
several houses and large water storage tanks, was produced by Scottish architect Francis William
Troup, who was based in London. Troup specialised in Arts & Crafts design, but is also associated with
several neo-classical buildings including parts of the Bank of England.
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Construction of the asylum began in October 1909, with navvies utilised for the preparation of the
foundations. The main contractor for the asylum was W. Pattinson & Sons (of Ruskington,
Lincolnshire), but several other local building firms worked on the site including Richmond & Sons (of
Retford) who built the Superintendent’s House.
The main building, of Lincoln red brick and Welsh slate, was a distinctive pavilion-style, similar to
several hospitals in the area (such as Worksop’s Kilton Infirmary), with a main west-to-east corridor
and several perpendicular wings projecting on both the north and south sides. Male patients would
be housed on the west side of the building, with females on the east side. The main building was set
within a boundary wall of 15ft high1. A cemetery was laid out to the east of the asylum.

Part of Rampton Criminal Lunatic Asylum nearing completion – Retford Times, 5th July 1912.

View from the south, showing the original pavilion-style building in 1991 – Historic England Archives.

The Rampton Criminal Lunatic Asylum received its staff in August 1912 (transferred from Broadmoor)
and its first patients on the 1st October 1912 (also from Broadmoor). By the end of the year, there
were 128 patients at Rampton. The following year, a further 85 were received.
The staff were accommodated in houses built to the north of the main hospital buildings, in what is
now Woodbeck village. The Superintendent’s house was the largest, with further houses for the Chief
1

Retford Times, 5th July 1912.

Engineer, Foreman of Works, Clerk & Steward, Chief Male Nurse, Charge Nurses, and various other
members of staff. In total, there were 38 houses constructed during this initial period of development
(up to and including 1919). These were generally in the Arts & Crafts style, typical of Troup’s work
elsewhere. The majority of the smaller semi-detached cottages from this original phase were
demolished in the 1980s (see photo below), but the larger houses survive (see heritage assets map).
Farm buildings were constructed in 1914-19 on what is now St Luke’s Way (previously ‘Farm Road’).
The main entrance to the asylum was along what is now Dendy Drive (originally called Main Avenue),
and features chestnut trees on both sides of the road. Further specimen trees were planted
throughout the wider site, many of which survive today and are protected by TPOs.

Original Superintendent’s house, Galen Avenue. Chief Engineer and Foreman’s houses, Galen Avenue. Source:
Source: Rampton Woodbeck Parish Council, 2018
Rampton Woodbeck Parish Council, 2018

Former Clerk & Steward’s house, Fleming Drive. Source: Workers’ cottages on Main Avenue (now Dendy Drive),
Rampton Woodbeck Parish Council, 2018
demolished 1980s/90s. Source: Retford Times, 5th July 1912.

After the First World War, Broadmoor Asylum revised its discharging policy and more space quickly
became available at Broadmoor. By mid-1919, it became clear that Rampton was no longer required
as an Asylum. In late February 1920, the Rampton Asylum was closed by the Home Office and most of
the patients and some of the staff were sent to Broadmoor2. Shortly after, on 1st March 1920, the site
became the Rampton State Institute for Mental Defectives3, under the control of the Central
Government Board of Control. The remaining patients were re-enrolled under the care of the State
Institution. The new institution admitted mental defectives who had dangerous, violent or criminal
propensities, as defined under the Mental Deficiency Act 1913. Advertisements were placed in
newspapers throughout the country in April and May 1920 for nursing positions4 at Rampton.
Being under Central Government control, the Office of Works became responsible for the design of all
new buildings on the site. It appears that the road names were changed at this point5. In May 1920,
plans for a large scheme of expansion at Rampton were prepared by the Office of Works, led by their
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‘Superintendents Road’ became ‘Galen Avenue’, ‘Main Avenue’ became ‘Dendy Drive’, ‘Farm Road’ became
‘St Luke’s Way’ and ‘Stewards Road’ became ‘Fleming Drive’.
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architect John Hatton Markham. This would include extensions to the main building, together with a
new administrative block and entrance, patient accommodation, nurses accommodation, a large
number of workers cottages, a grander entrance to reflect the importance of the site and the
reinternment of remains from the cemetery into Rampton churchyard. These alterations were carried
out in the period 1921-32. The most notable additions were:








Construction on the first nurses accommodation building was begun in 1922, and by 1927 this
had been extended, with a corresponding building to the west of the driveway entrance also
being completed.
By 1927, an administration and entrance block was completed at the end of this driveway.
Housing of this period includes properties on Burden Crescent, Darwin Drive, Dendy Drive,
Fleming Drive, Galen Avenue (The Vicarage was completed in 1929) and Retford Road (193038), mostly semi-detached.
The new main entrance (Fleming Drive) was opened in 1931, complete with brick and stone
gate piers (these are very similar to Markham’s piers at Victoria Gate in Hyde Park, London).
Several large patient ‘villas’ were built within the Institute confines, with a number of separate
villas for males, females and children (these have all been demolished).
Sports facilities and pitches were laid out/constructed including football, cricket, hockey,
physical training, bowls and swimming (completed 1930). Of the outdoor facilities, only 2
football pitches appear to survive.
The early-19th century farmhouse was converted into the staff club in this period, although
again has since been demolished.

1927 Administration and entrance building, as shown in The Builder, 10th June 1927, and in the 1980s (source: Bassetlaw
Museum).

Nurses accommodation buildings and main entrance gate piers, both c1931 (source: Bassetlaw Museum).

Further properties were constructed on Retford Road, Dendy Drive, Simon Close and Darwin Drive in
the 1934-38 period.

Main entrance piers at Retford Road/Fleming Drive junction, similar to those at Victoria Gate, Hyde Park, London (right).

Houses on Burden Crescent. Source: Rampton Woodbeck Former Vicarage on Galen Avenue. Source: Rampton
Parish Council, 2018
Woodbeck Parish Council, 2018

In 1946, the National Health Service Act
(specifically Section 49(4)) brought
Rampton under the control of the Ministry
of Health, with the site being known as a
Hospital from 1948. Following the Mental
Health Act 1959, Rampton became a
‘Special Hospital’ and the Board of Control
was abolished with the Ministry of Health
assuming management responsibility. The
1946-c1970 period as a whole, saw further
housing developments including on
Nightingale Way, Rees Row, Galen Avenue
(north side) and larger 4 bedroom houses
for Cavell Close. The present playground 1953 Ordnance Survey map – Source: National Library of Scotland,
was also installed in this period, although accessed 2018.
a playground had existed in the 1920s, exact location unknown. A large chain link fence was also
constructed in 1970, the precursor to the modern security fencing around the hospital.
A range of developments have taken place since c1970, including high security accommodation built
in recent years, although these are not currently considered to be of historic or architectural
significance, so are not discussed in this document.

1963 Ordnance Survey map – Source – Worksop Library, accessed 2018.

2018 Ordnance Survey map. (c) Crown Copyright and database right 2018, Bassetlaw District Council License 100019517.

Buildings identified as non-designated heritage assets
Of the historic buildings that survive, a number are considered to comply with the Council’s criteria
on the identification of non-designated heritage assets6. These are shown orange on the map below.
A brief description is also given on the later pages.

2018 Ordnance Survey map. (c) Crown Copyright and database right 2018, Bassetlaw District Council License 100019517.

In assessing development proposals affecting non-designated heritage assets or their settings, the
Local Planning Authority will have regard to both local and national planning policies, presently Policy
DM8 of the Bassetlaw Core Strategy and Paragraphs 190, 192 & 197 of the Revised NPPF. With specific
regard to setting, any new development would need to consider the general garden village layout of
Woodbeck, whilst also taking note of the Arts & Crafts character of its residential buildings. Key areas
of open space around buildings, together with mature trees, are also important characteristics which
contribute to the significance of Woodbeck overall.
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Woodbeck – Non-designated heritage assets database

For further information on the significance of buildings in Woodbeck, please contact the Council’s
Conservation Team on 01909 533427 or email planning@bassetlaw.gov.uk.

